Fic Battle!
For North, we have designed a brand new fanfiction game show in the spirit of our overall theme to push creation and interaction. This is a round-robin-type team writing experience open to anyone who wants to participate. Because it’s new and somewhat involved, and because we want to maximize actual writing time at the event, we’ve typed up some information about it for you to read now. This will give you a good idea of what’s going to happen and some time to consider if you want to participate. (We’d like to get a ballpark idea of how many people are interested, but you’re welcome to change your mind at the con.)
The quick and dirty: Teams will write a Faberry story a bit at a time, rotating in up to 9 players – one every 3 minutes – to add to it. Each writer will be given a different genre and prompt to write, making it more interesting, as the story will literally shift in tone every 100 words or so! It will get quite silly. The audience gets to watch the writing as it happens and helps determine where the story goes next. After 3 writers, we start a new chapter. After 3 chapters, the story ends. 
Set-up
We will set up 2 side-by-side screens, each with its own projector and laptop. Up to 9 people volunteer to form a team, and each team gets its own tech set-up. The audience faces the screens to watch the action. But they also get to participate in a “this side of the room” versus “that side of the room” kind of way. Each side of the audience will discuss things together to impact the direction of the game. You are welcome to be as active or passive in this as you like.

Before we begin, we will post a list of 9 genres/themes: angst, fluff, smut, horror, humor/crack, time travel, fantasy, western, and family. We’ll also post a list of 20 short prompts (probably nouns, maybe some verbs), that we’ll reveal at the time. We’ll have 2 cups with strips of paper containing possible opening and closing sentences, suggested by you on the message board! (Be on the lookout for this soon!)

Kayla is the host and timekeeper. Each team gets a minute or so to discuss who wants to write for which genres, as they all will appear once in the game. Different people will be psyched to write different things, so play to your strengths. If your team has fewer than 9 people, writers can take multiple turns, as your team decides. But! You will not be allowed to write twice in a row, so, have alternates just in case, because you won’t know what genre is coming next!
Game Play
To start, one half of the audience will confer to choose a genre from the list. (Once it’s used, it’s crossed off and done.) Each team will then put forward their writer for that genre. Writers will sit at the laptops, ready to go. (If you want, we have big headphones to help block out noise while you write.) The other half of the audience will then confer to select a prompt from the list.  (Again, crossed off and done.)

Kayla will draw an opening sentence from the cup, let the two writers get it typed, and start the clock! The writers have 3 minutes to start chapter 1 of a Faberry story for their team (working alone), in that genre and using that prompt. They write as much as they want/can in the allotted time. The audience watches the stories form on the screen, as do the teams (so they know what’s happening in the story). Yes, it might feel high-pressure to perform, but it’s a super supportive environment, and it’s just all about the fun.  When 3 minutes is up, the writers stop, even mid-sentence. 

Then, it’s the next person’s turn, and the process repeats -- The side of the audience that previously chose the prompt gets to now pick the next genre. (They are encouraged to think about what would be funny/interesting to happen next based on what’s been written!) Each team sends up a writer, and the opposite half of the audience picks a prompt from the list. These writers are continuing their teammate’s same story, but now in a new theme! They get 3 minutes to write as much as they can. 
Note: If time runs out and the writer has failed to include the provided prompt, their successor is then responsible for incorporating both the unfilled prompt AND whichever one she is given! And the failed writer must wear kben’s yellow Ryan Murphy hat until we say she can take it off.

It continues on like this. After the third writer adds to the story, Kayla will draw a closing sentence from the cup, and that will end that chapter. She’ll then draw a new opening sentence to begin chapter 2 and help those writers get started. Still the same story!

We’ll repeat this process until all 9 writers for each team have gone, creating a 3-chapter story. The audience continues to alternate choosing the genre or the prompt. When the stories are done, we’ll read them aloud so the writers can hear what the other side wrote. 

We predict it will take 10 minutes to choose teams, review rules quickly, and set up, then we’ll have 45 minutes for writing, and 5 minutes to read the stories. It can spill into the next time block if necessary; we’ll definitely have 9 slots to ensure all volunteer writers get a chance to participate. There is no “winning”; it’s not actually a competition. But it will be hella fun, so we hope you’ll consider taking part!
